
 

C 
Capacity The output or producing ability of cooling or heating systems. Cooling and heating capacities are referred 

to in British thermal units (BTUs) per hour. 

Celsius The metric temperature scale in which water freezes at zero degrees and boils at 100 degrees, designated 

by the symbol "C". To convert to Fahrenheit, multiply a Celsius temperature by 9, divide by 5 and add 32 (25 x 9 
equals 225, divided by 5 equals 45, plus 32 equals 77 degrees Fahrenheit). 

CFM Abbreviation for cubic feet per minute, a standard measurement of airflow. A typical system requires 400 cfm 

per ton of air conditioning. 

Charge To add refrigerant to a system. This is refrigerant contained in a sealed system or in the sensing bulb to a 

thermostatic expansion valve. 

Compressor This is the heart of an air conditioning or heat pump system. It is part of the outdoor unit and pumps 

refrigerant in order to meet the cooling requirements of the system. 

Condensate Vapor that liquefies due to the lowering of its temperature to the saturation point. 

Condenser Coil (or outdoor coil) In an air conditioner, the coil dissipates heat from the refrigerant, changing the 

refrigerant from vapor to liquid. In a heat pump system, the coil absorbs heat from the outdoors. 

Condenser Fan The fan that circulates air over the air-cooled condenser. 

Contactor A switch that can repeatedly cycle, making and breaking an electrical circuit. When sufficient current 

flows through the A-coil built into the contactor, the resulting magnetic field causes the contacts to be pulled in or 
closed. 

Crankcase Heater This is the electric resistance heater installed on compressor crankcases to boil off liquid 

refrigerant that may have combined with compressor oil. Many newer cooling systems do not require crankcase 
heaters, however heat pumps do require crankcase heaters. 

CSA Canadian Standards Association. 

 


